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Survivors share their stories

“If Title IX’s not going to help the people who have some of the worst possible
situations, then why would I want to do that with mine? ” - Laura Bergren

1. What happened?

Mid to late spring term of last
year, I was at a friend’s house
party in one of the TLAs in
Swanson. My friend had recent-
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Senior Laura Bergren speaks out on being assaulted in the spring of last year by some-
one who is still on campus. For the past year, she has been struggling to tell her story.

ly become friends with these
two guys and I had never heard
anything negative about them,
but one of them was - and still
is - prominent in the English,

creative writing, and kind of the
theatre department. We get down
to the later hours of the party and
these guys show up.

I was pretty heavily intoxicat-
ed. We got down to the very end
when people were leaving. There
was probably a handful of us plus
those two. Some of us were in the
corner or in their own rooms.

He took that opportunity,
since no one was around, to offer
me his drink, and I was too intox-
icated at that time to recognize,
“Oh, maybe not. I'm good.” I took
it, and for a good half hour, it was
just me drinking straight tequila.
He was having me keep drinking.

We ended up at my place and
I remember thinking, “I don’t
want to do this. I thought I was
ready, but I am not.” It was a lot
of coercion to get me to cooper-
ate to what he wanted, and then
eventually for me it became a

case of “I don’t know what else to
do. He’s not listening.” And so I
just let him.

It was the most surreal ex-
perience I've had so far because
I knew I was really drunk. I
couldn’t feel like I could do any-
thing, so I just let it happen.

For the next day and a half,
he would text me poems. I think
I gave him — drunkenly — my
number. I would never respond
because I felt so disgusting and
scared of this guy because he had
so much power.

It wasn’t that he had more
power than I in my department if
I came out. If I came out, people
would’ve believed me. But know-
ing that he was always around
and still considered this fabulous
guy by so many people... I didn’t
want to do anything.

I know other people who have
been to Title IX and they didn’t

do anything. I didn’t want to go
through that my entire senior
year while this kid’s around. Even
if I filed the report now — which
I'm so conflicted on if I ever want
to — I don’t think I do, because if
I do that, by the time that Title IX
gets through, by the way things
are going, it'll be when I gradu-
ate. I don’t think I'm going to see
this kid again.

2. Why didn’t you file Title
IX?

I didn’t think they would help.
Not to say that my story isn’t
valid, but there are so many
people who have had it so much
worse, and to hear them say, “I
was raped by this person and he
forced himself upon me,” and
them saying “Title IX didn’t do
shit for me.”

3. Is he still someone on
campus?

Yes.

“The administration has to take people seriously... there are things you can
do, and I don’t think administration is doing any of them.” -Katie Gorzek

1. What happened?

I was dating this lacrosse play-
er my freshman year of college.
He doesn’t go here anymore. Our
relationship was fine, just not
what I was looking for.

When I broke up with him, he
came into my room, started yell-
ing at me... people told me they
could hear it all down the hall.
Nobody came in and did anything
about it. He just kept yelling at
me, and then he would cry and
yell and cry. Then he started
throwing all the [expletive] I had
lent him across my room, includ-
ing my TV.

He left me alone for a little
while. Then he started texting me
again. I blocked his number and
he would message me through
other texting apps. I blocked him
on those, but he would just keep
finding ways to talk to me. He
waited outside of my classes for
me.

There was one night when I

was at a friend’s house. I got a
call from my roommate and she’s
like, “Hey, are you at home? Your
ex keeps calling me and saying
he’s in our room. I'm not home
— I'm just making sure you're
okay.”

I talked to his roommate —
he went over there and had to
fireman carry him out because he
was so drunk. I didn’t feel safe at
this school.
2. What resources did the
school give you?

I reported it to my CA and
she’s like, “Well, since this was
a break-in, I do have to report
this.” She did and I know he met
with Joe Sagar about it. The next
year, they made him a CA on a
co-ed floor. Joe had to talk to the
guy about why this was wrong,
and then put him in a position of
authority.

He wasn’t suspended from
lacrosse or anything. He wasn’t
kicked off the team. People knew

about it. And they just let it be.

When he got fired from his CA
position, he was placed on the
same floor as me in Erickson.

I was scared at the time, but
I didn’t know how big of a deal
it was until we took that sexual
assault class. I was like, “Oh, that
was actually stalking.”

It wasn’t just something that
people do. That was not okay,
and I realized that I repressed a
lot of it because I thought, “He
did message me on multiple
apps.” I had forgotten all about
that.

3. What will it take to solve
these issues?

The administration has to take
people seriously. I've heard other
stories about people who have re-
ported things but then ended up
on the same floor as somebody —
just like my story. It’s like, there
are things you can do, and I don’t
think administration is doing any
of them.
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Senior Katie Gorzek speaks about a component of Title IX that most don’t usually
think of: dating violence and stalking. In her freshman year of college, an experience
with an ex-boyfriend turned sour when he began following her and harrassing her
online, something she only began to identify as a problem until much later.



